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REPORT FOR MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) PILOT PROGRAM  
 
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Central Valley Water Board), the State Water Resources Control Board, the 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation, and the Agricultural Commissioners of Glenn 
County and Butte County requires the staff liaisons from the Regional Water Board and the 
Agricultural Commissioners of Glenn County and Butte County submit Quarterly Reports of the 
activities performed under the MOU Pilot Program. 
 
The attached reports are summaries of the MOU Pilot Program activities performed from 
January to March 2010. The tasks were performed in accordance with a Work Plan for fiscal 
year 2009-2010. The Agricultural Commissioners and their staff continue to support the Irrigated 
lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) in outreach, communications and compliance.   
 
If you have questions regarding this Report, please contact me at (916) 464-4638, or Joe 
Karkoski at (916) 464-4668. 
 
 
 
 
cc with Attachments A-C: 
 Ms. Dorothy Rice, Executive Director, State Water Resources Control Board 
 Mr. Tom Howard, Chief Deputy Director, State Water Resources Control Board 
 Ms. Mary-Ann Warmerdam, Director, Department of Pesticide Regulation 
 Mr. John Sanders, Chief, Department of Pesticide Regulation 
 Mr. Mark Black, Agricultural Commissioner, Glenn County  
 Mr. Richard Price, Agricultural Commissioner, Butte County  
 Mr. Johnny Gonzales, Program Manager, State Water Resources Control Board 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A 

MOU PILOT PROGRAM QUARTERLY REPORT 
CENTRAL VALLEY REGIONAL WATER BOARD 

JANUARY - MARCH 2010 
 
  
This document summarizes the activities performed by the Butte and Glenn County 
Agricultural Commissioners in the first quarter of 2010 under the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) Pilot Program. The MOU Pilot Program was initiated to support the 
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) and has evolved, providing support and 
information that will be needed to implement a long-term program for the ILRP. As such, work 
performed by the Agricultural Commissioners and staff at this point is no longer a "pilot" 
program, but a working model of what their role may be in a long-term program. 
 
PROGRAM SUPPORT FROM AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND THEIR STAFF 
The Work Plan for FY 2009-2010 was developed to provide information for the long-term 
ILRP alternatives, such as staffing required for the different roles outlined in the alternatives. 
The tasks outlined in the Work Plan can provide additional information on data transmittal, 
minimum training requirements for GIS data manipulation, disconnects in communications 
and information transfers, and the means and time required to establish a working 
relationship with other agencies that can be utilized under the long-term alternatives. 
 
The Work Plan contains the following activities for the Butte and Glenn County Agricultural 
Commissioners and staff: 

 Providing field support to the ILRP by inspecting growers' irrigated agricultural lands to 
confirm non-discharge.  

 Providing technical support for ILRP prior to mailings.  
 Providing outreach and information.  
 Exchanging methodology and techniques for GIS database. . 

 
The Glenn County Agricultural Commissioner's staff has been working with their Butte County 
counterparts to transfer information on ILRP participants to GIS for the Butte-Yuba-Sutter 
(BYS) subwatershed. The difference in capabilities and resources between the two offices 
became more apparent during this task. In performing this task, communications between 
ILRP staff, the Agricultural Commissioners' staff, the subwatershed coordinators, and the 
Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition Group coordinator were more firmly established. 
GIS database information will be transferred more easily between the Central Valley Water 
Board and the Agricultural Commissioners and subwatershed coordinators.  
 
The Glenn County Agricultural Commissioner's staff, due to their more advanced expertise in 
GIS, have mapped out participant parcels in the BYS subwatershed and sent the map to the 
subwatershed coordinator and the Agricultural Commissioners of Butte, Yuba and Sutter. The 
Agricultural Commissioners can post the map so growers can see if their parcel(s) has been 
included in the ILRP program. 
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Richard Price, the Butte County Agricultural Commissioner, is a member of the Agency 
Working Group examining alternatives for the long-term ILRP program. He is the 
communications link with the Central Valley Agricultural Commissioners that may play a role 
in the long-term alternative. Other California agencies involved in the Agency Working Group 
include the State Water Board, the Central Valley Water Boards, the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation, the Department of Food and Agriculture, and the Department of Fish and Game. 
 
Attachments B and C from the Butte County and Glenn County Agricultural Commissioners, 
respectively, contain further information of work performed in accordance with the Work Plan.  
 
Central Valley Water Board Staff Activities under the MOU Pilot Program 
ILRP Compliance and Outreach Unit staff has been in contact with the Agricultural 
Commissioners' staff regarding mail outs to parcel owners that are not on the watershed 
participants list. Due to constraints on staff resources, both at the Central Valley Water Board 
and the Agricultural Commissioners, progress has been slow but is providing information 
regarding data transfer. Disconnects between subwatershed and Central Valley Water Board 
data were apparent and are being traced by the Agricultural Commissioners.  
 
Program Status 
The current contracts with the Agricultural Commissioners end 30 June 2010. Contract 
requests for amendment and extension to fund an additional year to 30 June 2011 were 
submitted and denied. Requests to extend each of the contracts until 31 December 2010, at 
no additional cost using funds already in the contracts, have been submitted and are awaiting 
approval.  
 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that the MOU contracts with the Agricultural Commissioners of Butte and 
Glenn Counties be extended until 31 December 2010. No additional funds will be needed. 
The extensions will allow the Agricultural Commissioners to actively participate in the long-
term program alternatives and provide information to evaluate and assess the alternatives. 
The extension will also allow the beginnings of a working model that may be used as part of 
the long-term alternative for the ILRP. 



 

ATTACHMENT B 

MOU PILOT PROGRAM QUARTERLY REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JANUARY - MARCH 2010 
 
 

As required by contract # 07-079-150-2, the Butte County Department of Agriculture (Ag 
Department) is to provide the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region 
(Central Valley Water Board) with a quarterly report of activities as it relates to the scope of 
work for the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) contract.   
 
Summary of Activities: 
Activities this quarter have focused on a variety of MOU and Work Plan items. 
 
Mapping: 
The Butte County - ILRP Geographical Information System (GIS) map project is complete. 
The GIS technician has converted the Pine Creek Management Practice (MP) Survey data, 
the current Honcut Creek MP survey data and the Butte-Yuba-Sutter (BYS) Watershed 
(TMDL-MP) data for Butte County. All farm site inspections are incorporated into the GIS map 
along with the new county-wide hydrology layer, which includes irrigation, drainage and water 
district canals and ditches. A Power Point presentation is being created to demonstrate 
project results. 
 
Honcut Creek Watershed MP Survey: 
The Honcut Creek watershed survey is on-going and about 95% complete. A few locations 
remain to have GPS coordinates entered. Access to the creek to identify discharge points 
continues to be a challenge. There are very few levee roads along this water course, so 
access is almost exclusively through private properties which are all gated and locked. Many 
of the intervening properties are not under pesticide permit and therefore not directly 
available for agricultural department access. 
 
RWQCB ILRP Participation List: 
As part of the Agricultural Commissioners MOU, the Central Valley Water Board developed a 
list of potential agricultural lands without regulatory coverage for the Ag Commissioners 
Office to review. During this quarter Ag Department Staff has been reviewing the list (~1400 
parcels) provided by the Central Valley Water Board. 
 
This review is a new process which, once undertaken, revealed a number of unsuspected 
hurtles and pitfalls. The data provided to the Ag Department required quite a bit of 
manipulation, including; reorganization of the list, filtering steps, creation of an ArcGIS map 
having a number of layers, and comparing portions of the Central Valley Water Board list to 
an aerial map overlaid by a county parcel map layer. Eventually a complete transparent layer 
for the Central Valley Water Board list was created by the Butte County GIS technician that 
can be toggled on and off. About 200 of the 1400 parcel have been reviewed. 
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Discharger/ILRP Participation Check off form 
A draft Ag Department ILRP check-off form is being developed. This form would be used by 
the Ag Department biologist during annual pesticide permit appointments as out-reach and as 
an ILRP/GIS data base up-date device. 
 
Several field forms from various organizations are being evaluated as format source material, 
including: 

• SWR R3 Management Practice Checklist 
• ANR Farm Water Quality Management Practices Form 
• Draft “De Minimis Conditional Waiver" fact sheet” 
• MOU Pilot program ILRP field check list for non-dischargers 
• Butte County BMP survey field form 
• Inspection /Investigation Report, Exhibit E, Contract: 05-182-150 form. 
• Butte-Yuba-Sutter Watershed  membership application form 

 
We will try to determine the most useful parts, eliminate redundancies and hopefully distill 
them down to a user friendly, one page, fill-in the blank and check-off list for department use. 
 
Management Practices Farm Site Inspections: 
One Farm, MP / Pesticide application inspection for the ILRP contract was performed in 
March at Vanella Farm orchards. 
 
 
Recommendations: 
Continue supporting the ILRP Pilot Program and the collaboration between the Central Valley 
Water Board, watershed groups and the Agricultural Commissioners' Offices. 
 
 
 
Robert C. Hill 
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner 

 



 

ATTACHMENT C

MOU PILOT PROGRAM QUARTERLY REPORT 
GLENN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JANUARY - MARCH 2010 
 
 
The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) has 
adopted a Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from 
Irrigated Lands (Resolutions No. R5-2003-015 & R5-2006-0053) herein referred to as the 
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP).  In an effort to integrate resources, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation, the Agricultural Commissioners of Butte and Glenn Counties, the Central Valley 
Water Board and the State Water Resources Control Board was developed.  This MOU 
applies to a pilot program initiated with Glenn and Butte Counties.  These two counties, under 
the jurisdiction of the Central Valley Water Board, initiated activities throughout the 
Sacramento River Basin in support of the ILRP.     
 
The initial contract 05-182-150-0 was entered into in July 2005 following development of the 
initial MOU.  A renewed contract 07-078-150-0 was entered into in April 2008.  The MOU was 
renewed in June 2007.  The current contract has been extended, with no additional cost, to 
31 December 2010.  The contract is the basis for cooperation between the Central Valley 
Water Board and the Glenn County Agricultural Commissioner (GCAC) to perform tasks 
requested by the Central Valley Water Board in support of the ILRP. 
 
Task 1 – Mapping 
Beginning in January, GCAC Environmental Biologists began updating the maps associated 
with pesticide permits utilizing the recently developed Ag GIS 3 program.  Improvements 
were made as each individual grower was issued their permit by indicating field border 
changes as they may relate to waterways within their operation.  A map of the images that 
represent these data have been provided to the contract manager with this report 
(Attachment C-1).  Due to the complexity of the data, the ArcView files will be submitted to 
the contract manager on CD.  It is anticipated this task will be completed in April 2010 which 
is the end of the permit issuance season.  
 
Task 4 - Outreach 
This quarter GCAC staff has concentrated their efforts with ongoing outreach with the local 
Colusa-Glenn Subwatershed.   
 
In January, GCAC staff prepared a Power Point presentation comparing components of 
Organic Certification Programs and Farm Water Quality Management Plans that were 
presented as possible options for the Long-Term Program.  The similarities of the two prove 
to be very complementary for elements that would satisfy Water Board requirements.  A copy 
of the presentation was previously provided to the contract manager and is included with this 
report (Attachment C-2).  
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In February, an exceedance for simazine was reported and staff provided information from a 
pesticide query and provided outreach for the exceedance to the sub-watershed.  In March a 
follow up presentation was provided to growers relating to the exceedance.  Staff also made 
a presentation at a rice pesticide grower meeting on behalf of the Central Valley Water Board 
in Willows. 
 
In March outreach efforts continued with the providing a power point presentation on the 
Long-Term Program to the Glenn County Water Advisory Committee. 
 
Staff also provided assistance to the sub-watershed by reviewing mail out lists for Colusa 
County.  There was no action taken by Glenn County staff.  Based on conversations with 
Butte County staff and the difficulty they were having with the postcard list they received, 
Glenn County staff offered assistance by preparing Outreach Participation Maps for the 
Butte-Yuba-Sutter Subwatershed.  A copy of the map is provided to the contract manager 
with this report (Attachment C-3) and the ArcView files will also be submitted on CD.  It has 
been our ongoing opinion that mapping as an outreach tool is underutilized and we 
recommend and encourage that more work be done in this area.  A component of the MOU 
contract is to compare data base usage with Central Valley Water Board ILRP enforcement 
staff.  It is anticipated this will take place in the next quarter.  
 
Task 5- Other Work 
Staff continues to participate in coordination with other agencies.  In January, February, and 
March staff attended meetings regarding the progress of Long-Term Program planning and in 
February attended the Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition meeting.  Staff attended a 
meeting held in Oroville with the contract manager and Central Valley Water Board Long-
Term Program staff.   
 
Glenn County staff also developed a Non-discharger Field Sheet for the Water Board ILRP 
enforcement staff to use in the field.  A copy of the field sheet has been provided for the 
contract manager previously. 
 
Anticipated Next Quarter Activities 
Glenn County staff will work with other agencies and groups, including the Central Valley 
Water Board, to determine if and how diverse databases can be consolidated and integrated, 
specifically in the area of coordinating with existing and developing agricultural pesticide 
permitting programs.   
 
Colusa County has recently provided Glenn County staff their assessor’s parcels in a 
digitized format and are currently being reviewed to be included into the existing sub-
watershed outreach participant map which will be helpful in future enforcement inquiries. 
 
Glenn County staff is looking forward to: 

1. providing field support for the ILRP by inspecting growers for non-discharge, 
2. providing technical support for ILRP prior to mailings and; 
3. performing additional outreach as requested.  
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Conclusion/Recommendations 
At this time the GCAC continues to look forward to working with the Central Valley Water 
Board on the tasks outlined by the contract manager for the remainder of the contract. As the 
Long Term Program alternatives develop we are prepared to participate in an agreed upon 
capacity under the terms of the contract and MOU. 
 
Factors to be considered for the continuance of the MOU pilot program are: 

• A developing component of the MOU pilot program is to refine assistance to the Water 
Board by assessing their data bases and clarify/recommend how they can best be 
used to provide ease in identifying non-participants and bringing in new participants, 

• Provide open communication to the Water Board about ways to help bridge the gap 
between a expanded  regulatory program and the agricultural community, 

• To provide input when inconsistencies are recognized in order to make the selected 
Long-Term Program workable and acceptable. 

 
 
 
Attachment C-1:  Glenn County AgGIS 3 Field Borders, April 8, 2010 
Attachment C-2: Farm Water Quality Management Plans vs. Organic Systems Plans, 

handout format 
Attachment C-3: B-Y-S Outreach participation map, draft March 30, 2010 
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Cost of Organic Certification
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